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MySpace and Data Portability

by MICHAEL CASEY on MAY 8, 2008
This is rather exciting news via TechCrunch.

MySpace is announcing a broad ranging embrace of data portability
standards today, along with data sharing partnerships with Yahoo,
Ebay, Twitter and their own Photobucket subsidiary. The new project is
being called MySpace “Data Availability” and is an example, MySpace
says, of their dedication to playing nice with the rest of the Internet...

...But with Data Availability, partners will be able to access MySpace
user data, combine it with their own, and present it on their sites outside

of the normal widget framework. Friends lists can be syncronized, for

example. Or Twitter may use the data to recommend other Twitter users
who are your MySpace friends.
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Exciting no. Disturbing, yes! Are these connections going to be automatic?

Are they going to be opt out instead of opt in? What about privacy issues?
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