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Article: Prisons Purging Books on Faith From Libraries

Behind the walls of federal prisons nationwide, chaplains have been quietly
carrying out a systematic purge of religious books and materials that were once
available to prisoners in chapel libraries.

The chaplains were directed by the Bureau of Prisons to clear the shelves of any
books, tapes, CDs and videos that are not on a list of approved resources. In
some prisons, the chaplains have recently dismantled libraries that had thousands
of texts collected over decades, bought by the prisons, or donated by churches
and religious groups.

Full article text from today's New York Times.
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Comments

I'm not sure how to feel about this. I don't like any kind of censorship, however, these people are
convicts, and rights are taken away when people do bad things as punishment. Convicted felons
can't even vote after they're released!

Posted by: Woeful | September 11, 2007 10:42 AM

Woeful - do we really want punishment to include not being able to seek spiritual enlightenment?
The question is, what do we as a society stand to gain from the felon's punishment? Do we gain
anything by taking away these rights?

And the right to vote is not taken from all felons. That is a matter that is handled on a state by
state basis.

Posted by: Proletarian Librarian | October 30, 2007 02:40 PM

Post a comment

(If you haven't left a comment here before, you may need to be approved by the site owner
before your comment will appear. Until then, it won't appear on the entry. Thanks for waiting.)

Name:

Email Address:

URL:

[ ]

(] Remember personal info?

Comments:



https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://www.librarycrunch.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://www.librarycrunch.com/2007/08/office_tyrants.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://www.librarycrunch.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://www.librarycrunch.com/2007/09/article_the_graying_of_the_web.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/10/us/10prison.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://www.librarycrunch.com/2007/09/article_prisons_purging_books_1.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://librarianwoes.wordpress.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20071112145102/http://theproletarianlibrarian.blogspot.com/

“Previow | Post.




