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McCain's Securing Adolescents from Exploitation-Online Act
From ZDNet comes news of John McCain's latest attempt to crack down on "illegal" images. It
also comes just as McCain begins his bid for the presidency in 2008.

A forthcoming bill in the U.S. Senate lays the groundwork for a national database
of illegal images that Internet service providers would use to automatically flag
and report suspicious content to police.

The proposal, which Sen. John McCain is planning to introduce on Wednesday,
also would require ISPs and perhaps some Web sites to alert the government of
any illegal images of real or "cartoon" minors. Failure to do would be punished by
criminal penalties including fines of up to $300,000.

The Arizona Republican claims that his proposal, a draft of which was obtained by
CNET News.com, will aid in investigations of child pornographers. It will "enhance
the current system for Internet service providers to report online child
pornography on their systems, making the failure to report child pornography a
federal crime," a statement from his office said.

To announce his proposal, McCain has scheduled an afternoon press conference
on Capitol Hill with Sen. Chuck Schumer, a New York Democrat; John Walsh, host
of America's Most Wanted; and Lauren Nelson, who holds the title of Miss America
2007.

Civil libertarians worry that the proposed legislation goes too far and could impose
unreasonable burdens on anyone subject to the new regulations. And Internet
companies worry about the compliance costs and argue that an existing law that
requires reporting of illicit images is sufficient.

Full Text. 
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How would this affect Interent companies / databases that are not based in the US? Can we
legislate the whole net?

Posted by: Ginny | February 7, 2007 02:38 PM

(If you haven't left a comment here before, you may need to be approved by the site owner
before your comment will appear. Until then, it won't appear on the entry. Thanks for waiting.)

Name:

Email Address:

URL:

 Remember personal info?

Comments

Post a comment

https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://www.librarycrunch.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://www.librarycrunch.com/2007/02/by_helene_blowers_and_lori_ree.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://www.librarycrunch.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://www.librarycrunch.com/2007/02/get_passionate_about_the_work_1.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://news.zdnet.com/2100-9588_22-6156976.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://news.zdnet.com/2100-9588_22-6156976.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20070209213346/http://www.librarycrunch.com/2007/02/mccains_securing_adolescents_f.html


Comments: (you may use HTML tags for style)

Preview  Post


