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Article: Lock the Library! Rowdy Students Are Taking Over

Every afternoon at Maplewood Middle School’s final bell, dozens of students pour
across Baker Street to the public library. Some study quietly.

Others, library officials say, fight, urinate on the bathroom floor, scrawl graffiti on
the walls, talk back to librarians or refuse to leave when asked. One recently
threatened to burn down the branch library. Librarians call the police, sometimes
twice a day.

As a result, starting on Jan. 16, the Maplewood Memorial Library will be closing its
two buildings on weekdays from 2:45 to 5 p.m., until further notice.

An institution that, like many nationwide, strives to attract young people, even
offering beading and cartooning classes, will soon be shutting them out, along
with the rest of the public, at one of the busiest parts of its day.

Full article.
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