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The New York Times on Web 3.0
From Sunday's New York Times comes a very interesting article on the web as database:

From the billions of documents that form the World Wide Web and the links that
weave them together, computer scientists and a growing collection of start-up
companies are finding new ways to mine human intelligence.

Their goal is to add a layer of meaning on top of the existing Web that would
make it less of a catalog and more of a guide — and even provide the foundation
for systems that can reason in a human fashion. That level of artificial intelligence,
with machines doing the thinking instead of simply following commands, has
eluded researchers for more than half a century.

Referred to as Web 3.0, the effort is in its infancy, and the very idea has given
rise to skeptics who have called it an unobtainable vision...

...The classic example of the Web 2.0 era is the “mash-up” — for example,
connecting a rental-housing Web site with Google Maps to create a new, more
useful service that automatically shows the location of each rental listing.

In contrast, the Holy Grail for developers of the semantic Web is to build a system
that can give a reasonable and complete response to a simple question like: “I’m
looking for a warm place to vacation and I have a budget of $3,000. Oh, and I
have an 11-year-old child.”

 

Full article. 
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