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Paul Graham on Web 2.0
Paul Graham has written an excellent essay on his understanding of Web 2.0. Some of my
favorite comments:

I don't think there was any deliberate plan to suggest there was a new version of
the web. They just wanted to make the point that the web mattered again. It was
a kind of semantic deficit spending: they knew new things were coming, and the
"2.0" referred to whatever those might turn out to be.

...

Does "Web 2.0" mean anything more than the name of a conference yet? I don't
like to admit it, but it's starting to. When people say "Web 2.0" now, I have some
idea what they mean. And the fact that I both despise the phrase and understand
it is the surest proof that it has started to mean something.

...

The second big element of Web 2.0 is democracy. We now have several examples
to prove that amateurs can surpass professionals, when they have the right kind
of system to channel their efforts. Wikipedia may be the most famous.

...

Web 2.0 means using the web the way it's meant to be used. The "trends" we're
seeing now are simply the inherent nature of the web emerging from under the
broken models that got imposed on it during the Bubble.
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